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Tr iW h a t  t o  E x p e c t  …

March falls during Guatemala’s “dry season,” providing

visitors with one of the world's most welcoming climates.

In areas such as Antigua, Lake Atitlán and Guatemala

City, which sit around 5,000 feet above sea level, 

average temperatures range from pleasantly cool

evenings, with lows in the 50s, to midday highs in 

the 70s, with very little rain or humidity.

Our goals are to emphasize the interaction with 

local culture to provide the richest experience 

and to make the best use of your time, all while

assuring your comfort and enjoyment. We leisurely

explore the most interesting narrow village streets

and examine the extensive archaeological sites on

foot. Many days’ activities end early enough to

allow you time to rest or explore on your own. We

include two short flights to minimize driving time

and maximize our time seeing the sites.

Ample free time is allowed for shopping in

Guatemala’s colorful markets, where one

finds a dazzling array of fruit and vegetables,

house wares, handicrafts and indigenous 

textiles. We also visit studios of local 

artisans where purchases can be made. 

While breakfasts and some dinners are

served in our hotels for convenience, we

often visit local restaurants and cafés to

enhance your cultural experience. 
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USA – GUATEMALA CITY – ANTIGUA
Saturday, March 3
Fly to Guatemala and travel by private motor coach
to the colonial city of Antigua. CANDELARIA HOTEL

ANTIGUA Sunday, March 4
Take a walking tour of Antigua’s historical buildings
and sites, followed by leisure time and a festive
welcome dinner at the hotel. CANDELARIA HOTEL (B,D)

ANTIGUA – AZOTEA – JOCOTENANGO –
ANTIGUA Monday, March 5
At La Azotea Cultural center, visit a shade-grown
coffee plantation and see a collection of Maya
musical instruments. In the village of Jocotenango,
visit the workshop of local woodcarvers.   
CANDELARIA HOTEL (B,L)

ANTIGUA – SAN JUAN COMALAPA – 
LAKE ATITLÁN Tuesday, March 6
Discover the highlands of the Sierra Madre, 
stopping in San Juan Comalapa to visit local 

galleries and view the famed 61-panel town 
mural depicting the lives of the Maya people.
Then travel to Lake Atitlán, set amongst 
majestic mountains. HOTEL ATITLÁN (B,L)

SANTIAGO ATITLÁN Wednesday, March 7
Take a scenic boat ride across Lake Atitlán to the
village of Santiago Atitlán to learn about Tzutujil
Maya spiritualism. Enjoy the beautiful lake vistas
during lunch. HOTEL ATITLÁN (B,L)

CHICHICASTENANGO – GUATEMALA CITY –
TIKAL Thursday, March 8
Drive to the highland village of Chichicastenango
and browse its world-famous market before visiting
the Church of Santo Tomas to witness ancient
Maya rituals. Then travel to Guatemala City and
fly to Tikal. JUNGLE LODGE (B,L,D)

YAXHÁ Friday, March 9
Discover the lakeside archaeological site of Yaxhá.
Witness abundant flora and fauna as we enjoy
lunch amidst the Maya ruins. Tonight we have an
opportunity to view the sunset atop the main
temple at Tikal. JUNGLE LODGE (B,L,D)

TIKAL NATIONAL PARK – GUATEMALA CITY
Saturday, March 10
Spend the morning exploring Tikal. After lunch, fly
to Guatemala City and gather for a festive farewell
dinner. PRINCESS REFORMA HOTEL (B,L,D)

GUATEMALA CITY – USA Sunday, March 11
Take a return flight to the U.S. this morning. (B)

(B = Breakfast, L = Lunch, D = Dinner)
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Colonial ruins in Antigua, with Agua volcano in the background
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From awe-inspiring volcanic landscapes surrounding
serene lakes to verdant tropical rainforests and cobbled
streets of colonial towns, Guatemala offers
unparalleled diversity, not only in its landscape but
also in its extraordinary people and culture.

Dating back to 600 B.C., the towering pyramids of Tikal
loom out of the thick jungle like stoic sentinels of ancient
mysteries. This once-booming metropolis served as an
important Maya religious, scientific and political center 
for 1500 years. It lay buried in the
jungle for a thousand years until
excavation began in the 1950s.
Today, the screeching howler 
monkeys and colorful array of 
tropical birds surrounding these
amazing ruins make Tikal a 
naturalist's dream.

Central America’s most famous handicraft market in
Chichicastenango draws hundreds of vendors from
throughout Guatemala, hawking their goods in a cacophony
of colors, dialects, costumes and smells. Among the market’s
most popular items are women's blouses made from 
elaborate textiles and wooden masks used by dancers in 
traditional Maya rituals. Shamans still today gather at 
the 400-year-old church of Santo Tomas to exercise their
ancient rites, burning incense and candles, and, occasionally,
sacrificing a chicken for the gods. Men fish from traditional
canoes and women transport large water vessels on their
heads in the fascinating village of Santiago Atitlán, 
which sits on the shores of the magnificent Lake Atitlán.

Nestled in a fertile valley surrounded
by 14,000-foot volcanoes, Antigua
is among the world's most 
meticulously conserved colonial
cities. Strolling through this most 
picturesque town on cobblestone
streets amongst beautifully 
maintained buildings, churches,
squares, parks and fountains, one
feels as though time stopped 300
years ago.

O n  T h i s  J o u r n e y  D i s c o v e r  …
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The towering 
pyramids of Tikal
loom out of the
thick jungle like
stoic sentinels of
ancient mysteries.
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Procession in Antigua

Nestled in a fertile
valley surrounded 
by 14,000-foot 
volcanoes, Antigua 
is among the world's
most meticulously 
conserved colonial
cities.

Chichicastenango draws
hundreds of vendors from

throughout Guatemala,
hawking their goods in a

cacophony of colors, dialects,
costumes and smells.

Weaver using a traditional loom

Arch of Santa Catarina, Antigua




