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EXPLORING ALASKA’S COASTAL WILDERNESS 
August 11–18, 2007 • ABOARD SEA BIRD
With Brown Professor Karen Fischer Brown Travelers





“�The wide ceaseless sweep of a live glacier down the side of a great mountain and out into  
the sea holds a more compelling suggestion of power than any other action of nature.”  
	 — Ella Higginson, Alaska, The Great Country

Dear Graduates, Parents and Friends of Brown,
Journey with us August 11–18, 2007 to Southeast Alaska, a land of humpback whales, soaring bald eagles, 

thundering glaciers, pristine islands and dramatic fjords. As we explore Alaska’s majestic Inside Passage, we’ll walk 

among magnificent spruce forests, explore the picturesque coves of Baranof Island, view up-close the spectacular 

waterfalls and sheer granite walls of Tracy Arm fjord and see local communities indelibly linked to the history of 

this region. Experience firsthand the Alaska most people bypass when they travel on large cruise ships. 

	 Aboard the comfortable, 62-guest expedition ship, Sea Bird, we’ll experience the freedom that only a small 

ship can provide — the freedom to be flexible, permitting us to follow a pod of humpback or orca whales or to go 

ashore and examine the flora of a particular cove. From the unique vantage point of sea kayaks and motorized 

Zodiac landing craft, you’ll observe Alaska up close and land to explore remote islands. The Sea Bird is equipped 

to bring the underwater realm to you in a fascinating, close-up way. The hydrophone will be lowered into the 

water to allow us to hear live vocalizations of whales. The video microscope will transmit microscopic images to 

monitors in the ship’s lounge and allow us to view an otherwise largely unnoticed world. 

	 You’ll be in good company with fellow Brown alumni and accompanied by a team of dedicated Naturalists and 

Brown Professor Karen Fischer (see her brief bio on this page) who tell you about the geology, wildlife, plants, 

native cultures and history of this region. They’ll answer your questions and help you make the most of your 

journey. And you’ll travel informally. A good pair of walking shoes, binoculars, a camera and a sense of spontaneity and fun are 

the basic gear you’ll need.

	 Search for whales, bears, sea lions, otters and puffins in a place where eagles outnumber people and where no 

two days will be alike. You’ll come away refreshed and renewed, with a much deeper understanding  

of the great land that is Alaska. To make your reservation, please call Lindblad Expeditions toll-free at  

888-773-9007 or return the reservation form on page 15. Our trip to the Galápagos Islands last year with 

Lindblad sold out quickly and received stellar reviews, so I encourage you to make your reservation soon.

Sincerely,

Beth Goldman Galer ,88

Director of the Alumni Travel Program

P.S. To extend your exploration of Alaska to the great interior, please consider joining the 

optional extension to Denali National Park (see page 10 for details).

Karen Fischer received her bachelor’s degree from Yale 
University and her Ph.D. from MIT, and after a postdoc-
toral fellowship at Columbia University, she joined the 
Department of Geological Sciences at Brown in 1990. 
She very much enjoys teaching at Brown, and her courses 
range from the introductory level (“Physical Processes in 
Geology” and a freshman seminar) through graduate of-
ferings. Her research involves using earthquake waves to 
image the Earth’s interior. A particular focus of her work 
has been on understanding subduction zones, both how 
the solid Earth flows to allow one tectonic plate to slide 
beneath another and the resulting earthquakes and vol-
canism. Professor Fischer is excited to see these process-
es in action in Alaska and to explore glaciers and their 
fascinating properties. This trip will be her second with 
the Brown Travelers.




